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Section A: The Criminal Justice Process12
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Section B: Being A Witness In Court22
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Sections Offences Punishments

321 & 323 Voluntarily causing hurt Imprisonment maximum 1 year or 
fine maximum RM2,000 or both

322 & 325 Voluntarily causing grievous hurt Imprisonment maximum 7 years and fine

324 Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous 
weapons or means

Imprisonment maximum 10 years or fine 
or whipping or any two such punishments

326 Voluntarily causing grievous hurt by 
dangerous weapons or means

Imprisonment maximum 20 years and
fine or whipping 

326A Causing hurt to spouse, former spouse, 
child, incapacitated adult or other member 
of family

Imprisonment for a term up to twice of the 
maximum term for which he would have 
been liable for that offence

354 Molestation (Assault or use of criminal force on 
a person with intent to outrage her modesty)

Imprisonment maximum 10 years or 
fine or whipping or any two of such 
punishments

355 Assault or use of criminal force with intent to 
dishonour a person, otherwise than on grave 
provocation

Imprisonment maximum 2 years or fine or 
both

372 Exploiting any person for purposes of 
prostitution

Imprisonment maximum 15 years with 
whipping and liable to fine 

375 & 376 Rape (Sexual intercourse by a man with a 
woman who is not his wife and without her 
consent). Statutory rape is sexual intercourse 
with a girl under 16 years of age with or 
without her consent.

Imprisonment maximum 20 years and 
whipping
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375A Husband causing hurt to his wife in order to 
have sexual intercourse

Imprisonment maximum 5 years

375B Gang rape Imprisonment minimum 10 years, 
maximum 30 years

376 (2)
(d, e)

Statutory rape without a girl’s (below 16 years 
of age) consent and sexual intercourse with a 
girl below 12 years of age with or without her 
consent

Imprisonment minimum 10 years, 
maximum 30 years and whipping

376 (4) Causes death of the woman while committing 
or attempting to commit rape

Death or imprisonment minimum 15 
years, maximum 30 years and whipping 
minimum 10 strokes

376A & 
376B

Incest (Sexual intercourse with someone 
whom that person is not allowed to marry, 
whether under the law, religion, custom or 
usage)

Imprisonment minimum 10 years, 
maximum 30 years and whipping

377A & 
377B

Sodomy (Carnal intercourse against the order 
of nature which is sexual connection with 
another person by introduction of the penis 
into the anus or mouth of the other person)

Imprisonment maximum 20 years 
and whipping

377C Committing carnal intercourse against the 
order of nature without consent, or putting 
the other person in fear of death or hurt to the 
other person or any other person

Imprisonment minimum 5 years, 
maximum 20 years and whipping

377CA Sexual connection by the introduction of 
any object into the vagina or anus of another 
person without consent

Imprisonment minimum 5 years, 
maximum 30 years and whipping

377D Outrages on decency Imprisonment maximum 2 years

377E Inciting a child under 14 years to an act of 
gross indecency

Imprisonment minimum 3 years, 
maximum 15 years and whipping
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Sections Offences / Terms Punishments 

15 Restrictions on media reporting and publication – 
Any mass media shall not reveal the name, address 
or educational institution, picture or include any 
particulars calculated to lead to the identification 
of any child involved in any criminal court 
proceedings or under this Act

Liable to imprisonment maximum 
5 years or fine maximum RM10,000 or 
both 

27, 28 & 29 Duty to inform –
a medical officer or medical practitioner, or member 
of the family, or childcare provider who believes 
that a child is physically or emotionally injured 
due to being ill-treated, neglected, abandoned or 
exposed or is sexually abused, shall immediately 
inform a Social Welfare Officer

Failure to inform – Liable to 
imprisonment maximum 2 years or 
fine maximum RM5,000 or both 

503, 506, 
& 507

When a person threatens another with any 
injury to his person, reputation or property 
with the intent to cause alarm to that person, 
even by using an anonymous communication.

Imprisonment for maximum 2 years or 
fine or both. In addition, imprisonment 
maximum 2 years for using anonymous 
communication.

507A Stalking (Anyone who repeatedly engages in 
harassment, intending or knowing it is likely to 
cause distress, fear, or alarm about someone's 
safety)

Imprisonment maximum 3 years or fine or 
both

509 Word or gesture intended to insult the 
modesty of any person

Imprisonment maximum 5 years or fine or 
both
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29A Duty to inform –
any person other than those referred in Sections 
27,28,29 who believes that a child is physically 
or emotionally injured due to being ill-treated, 
neglected, abandoned or exposed or is sexually 
abused, may inform a Social Welfare Officer  

No penalty

31(1) Ill-treatment of children –
any  person who having the care of a child— 
(a) abuses, neglects, abandons or exposes the child 

or acts negligently in a manner likely to cause 
her physical or emotional injury; or 

(b) sexually abuses the child or causes or permits 
her to be so abused.  

Liable to a fine maximum RM50,000 
or imprisonment maximum 20 years 
or both. In addition, may be ordered 
to execute a bond for good behavior 
and perform community service.

32 Children not to be used for begging or any illegal 
activities –
any person who causes a child to carry out any such 
activities will be punished	

Liable to a fine maximum RM20,000 
or imprisonment maximum 5 years 
or both. In addition, may be ordered 
to execute a bond for good behavior 
and perform community service.

33 Any person leaving children without reasonable 
supervision will be punished

Liable to a fine maximum RM20,000 
or imprisonment maximum 5 years or 
both. In addition, may be ordered to 
perform community service.

116 Any person who gives any information that a child 
is in need of protection shall not incur any liability 
for defamation or otherwise and shall not be held 
to constitute a breach of professional etiquette or 
ethics or a departure from accepted standards of 
professional conduct for giving such information.

No penalty
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Sections Offences Punishments 

5 Making, producing, directing the making or 
production of child sexual abuse material

Imprisonment maximum 30 years and 
minimum 6 strokes of whipping

6 Making preparation to make, produce or direct the 
making or production of child sexual abuse material

Imprisonment maximum 10 years and 
liable for whipping

7 Using a child in making, producing, directing the 
making or production of child sexual abuse material

Imprisonment maximum 20 years and 
minimum 5 strokes of whipping

8 Exchanging, publishing of child sexual abuse material Imprisonment maximum 15 years and 
minimum 3 strokes of whipping

9 Selling child sexual abuse material to a child Imprisonment maximum 15 years and 
minimum 5 strokes of whipping

10 Accessing child sexual abuse material Liable to imprisonment maximum 5 
years or fine maximum RM10,000 or 
to both 

11 Sexually communicating with a child (except for 
education, scientific or medical purposes)

Imprisonment maximum 3 years

12 Child grooming Imprisonment maximum 5 years and 
liable for whipping

13 Meeting following child grooming Imprisonment maximum 10 years and 
liable for whipping

14 Physical sexual assault on a child Imprisonment maximum 20 years and 
liable for whipping 

15 Non-physical sexual assault on child e.g. makes a 
child exhibit the child’s body to be seen by others 
for sexual purposes

Imprisonment maximum 10 years or 
fine maximum RM20,000 or both

15A Sexual performance by a child Imprisonment maximum 20 years and 
liable to fine maximum RM50,000
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15B Sexual extortion of a child Imprisonment maximum 10 years

16 If a person in a relationship of trust commits any 
offence under this Act, punishment will be more 
severe.
Persons in relationship of trust include: 
a) parent/guardian/relative
b) babysitter
c) teacher/lecturer/warden 
d) healthcare providers
e) coach
f ) public servant

In addition to punishment for 
the relevant offence (s), further 
imprisonment maximum 5 years and 
whipping minimum 2 strokes

19 Failure to give information – Any person who fails to 
give information of any offence under the Act to the 
police commits an offence

Liable to a fine maximum RM5,000

25 Provisions regarding whipping: if a person convicted 
under this Act is a male over 50 years of age

Is still liable for whipping

26 Rehabilitative counselling The court may, in addition to any 
punishment imposed, order a period 
of rehabilitative counselling during 
the period of his detention

26A Order for payment of compensation to a child victim. 
The court may order a convicted person to pay 
compensation to a child victim for the injury suffered, 
of a sum deemed just and reasonable by the court.

To be determined by the court

27 Police supervision When a person is convicted of any 
offence under this Act, the court 
shall direct that he be subject to the 
supervision of the police for a period 
of not less than one year and not more 
than three years after the expiration of 
the sentence passed on him
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No Special Measures Legislation

1 a)	 Protection order 
b)	All other protective measures to be taken by 

enforcement officers

Domestic Violence Act 1994

2 Bail Condition: accused not to intimidate/approach 
the victim/prosecution witnesses

Sections 388 and 389 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code

3 Child in need of care and protection Child Act 2001

4 Protection against liability for persons assisting/
informing on behalf of child in need of care & 
protection

Sections 26, 27, 28, 29, 29A and 116 of 
the Child Act 2001

5 Proceedings in camera/media restriction Section 101 of the Subordinate Courts 
Act 1948

6 Protection for privacy/safety of witness Section 265A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code

7 a)	 Use of screen/live-link/video recording
b)	Child witness to give evidence via a special hearing
c)	 Court will prohibit improper questions to a child 

witness
d)	Examination through intermediary; Unrepresented 

accused prevented from directly questioning child 
witness

e)	 Adult accompanying child witness
f )	 Dispensing of formal attire
g)	Provisions for children with disabilities
h)	Restriction on media reporting/protection of child’s 

identity

Evidence of Child Witness Act 2007
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8 Live-link for adults Section 272B of the Criminal 
Procedure Code

9 Victim Impact Statement Section 183A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code

10 Right to investigation status (Complainant) Section 107A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code

11 Intimidation of witness Section 5 of the Abduction & Criminal 
Intimidation of Witness Act 1947

12 Online sexual harassment Communications & Multimedia Act 
1998
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